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Sunday, September 7, 2014

The Revelation of the Bible 

Definition of Revelation 
A. The word “revelation” comes from the Greek word apokalupsis, which  

means, “to take off the cover.”  
B. One writer describes revelation in the following way:  

1. “Revelation has to do with disclosing, uncovering, or unveiling what 
previously was hidden, making known what had been secret. When used 
theologically. . . revelation refers to God’s deliberate manifestation of his 
plans, his character, and himself” (William B. Nelson, Jr. , “Revelation,” 
in The Oxford Companion To The Bible, p. 649.). 

C. There are two categories or avenues of revelation through which God has 

taken the initiative to reveal Himself—general and special revelation. 

General Revelation 
A. General revelation refers to the general truths that can be known about 

God through physical nature, human nature, and history. 
1. God’s Revelation in Physical Nature 

a) Psalm 19:1: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 

the work of his hands.” 
b) Rom. 1:18-20: Speaking of heathens, Paul says that they are condemned 

“since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 

qualities— his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 

being understood from what has been made, so that men are without 

excuse.” 
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2. God’s Revelation in Human Nature 

a) God created human beings in His image and likeness (Gen. 1:27). 
(1)Something about God, therefore, can be learned from studying human 

beings.  
(2) In other words, by looking at the creature we can learn something 

about the Creator. 
(3)We can learn something about the painter by looking at the painting. 

b) God has manifested Himself in two ways in human beings:  
(1)First, in our rational nature. 

(a) Part of what it means to be made in God's image is to be rational.  
(b)Part of being human is having a rational understanding of reality.  
(c) When you exercise your rational powers, you express your 

humanity.  
(d) In a sense, you become more human.  
(e) There are parts of our being that are sitting and waiting to become 

awakened.  
(f) The mysterious thing is that the mind alone among all objects that 

God has created can look at itself.  
(g)The mind can think about itself.  

i. Rocks can’t think about being a rock. 
ii. Dogs don’t think about what it means to be a dog.  

(h)The mind can think about what it does. It has self-awareness.  
2. Second, our moral nature.  

(a) God’s moral law is written in human hearts.  
(b)Rom. 2:12-15: For “when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do 

by nature things required by the law, they are a law for 
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themselves, even though they do not have the law, their 

conscience also bearing witness.” 
(c) This is the basis for what is called natural law, which includes the 

belief that there is a universal and objective moral law obtainable 

by human reason.  
(d)Natural Law was a foundational philosophical view used in 

founding our system of law in the United States.  
(e) When Thomas Jefferson wrote, "We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights," he was referring to 

natural law. 
(f) Today, many have abandoned natural law in our legal system.  
(g)  It was an issue that made the nomination of Clarence Thomas to 

the Supreme Court controversial.  
i. “What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence 

Thomas to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated 
to replace Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate 
the Court's rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to 
"natural law" as a judicial philosophy could take the Court in an 
even more troubling direction....Clarence Thomas, judging from 
his speeches and scholarly writings, seems ...to believe judges 
should enforce the Founders' natural law philosophy -- the 
inalienable rights "given man by his Creator" -- which he 
maintains is revealed most completely in the Declaration of 
Independence. He is the first Supreme Court nominee in 50 
years to maintain that natural law should be readily consulted in 
constitutional interpretation. (Clarence Thomas and Natural 
Law http://www.nytimes.com/1991/07/15/opinion/clarence-  
thomas-and-natural-law.html) 

(h)The problem is that people are unable to agree on defining natural 

law and/or what is included in it.  
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3. God’s Revelation in Human History 

a) History has been called “His-story.”  
b) Most people see history as meaningful and heading in a direction.  

(1)Even unbelieving people are fascinated by this (apocalyptic movies).  
c) God reveals that human history is moving toward the ultimate goal 

of the  
kingdom of God on earth (Daniel 2, 7).  

d) So a proper understanding of history informs us about the plan and 

purpose of God.  
B. The Role of General Revelation  

1. Helps us to see that “All truth is God’s truth” 
2. General revelation helps people to organize truth in a way that follows 

rules that God has revealed.  

Special Revelation 
A. Special revelation refers to the more specific truths about God 

through the Bible (how to receive eternal salvation, Second Coming, 

heaven, hell, etc.)  
1. No one can be saved by general revelation, but only by special 

revelation found in Scripture.   
B. Special revelation involves the various means God used to 

communicate His message. In Hebrews 1:1 tells us, “In the past God 

spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways.” The following is a list of the “various ways” God 

revealed Himself.  
1. The Lot: The casting of lots sometimes communicated God’s will to 

man (Prov. 16:33; Acts 1:21-26).  
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2. The Urim and Thummim: The Urim and Thummim were two 

precious stones on the breastplate of the high priest that were 

sometimes used to determine the will of God (Ex. 28:30; Num. 

27:21; Dt. 33:8; 1 Sam. 28:6) 
3. Dreams: God used dreams to communicate at various times in the 

Old Testament (Gen. 20:3; 31:11-13, 24; 40-41).  
4. Visions: Sometimes God used visions as He did with Isaiah and 

Ezekiel (Isa. 1:1; 6:1; and Ezek. 1:3). 
5. Audible voice: God sometimes spoke with an audible voice (1 Sam. 

3:4; Lk. 9:35).  
6. Theophanies: Before Christ God sometimes manifested Himself as 

the Angel of the Lord, to communicate His divine message to 

people (Gen. 16:7-14; Ex. 3:2; 2 Sam. 24:16; Zech. 1:12). 
7. Angels: Angels at times carried God’s message to people (Dan. 

9:20-21; Luke 2:10-11; and Rev. 1:1).  
8. The Prophets: Old Testament and New Testament prophets 

received direct revelation and brought God’s message to mankind 

(2 Sam. 23:2; Zech 1:1; and Eph. 3:5). 
9. Miracles: God used sign miracles and events such as the 

deliverance of Israel in the Exodus to reveal Himself. 
C. Then the writer of Hebrews 1:2 says, “But in these last days [God] has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom also he made the universe.” Special revelation centers 

in Jesus Christ, because: 
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a) He is the complete revelation of the Father (Jn. 1:1) 
b) He reveals what the Father’s nature (Jn. 1:18) 
c) He reveals the Father’s compassion (Jn. 5:36-37) 
d) He offers the Father’s life (Jn. 6:63; 14:10) 
e) He determines who will know the Father (Mt. 11:27) 
f) To know Jesus is to know the Father (Jn 14:9) 

The Attributes of Revelation 

A. Revelation possesses a number of attributes (e.g. what revelation 

intends to convey). 

1. Necessity: We need general revelation to reveal the existence of 

God as Creator and special revelation to unveil God as the 

Redeemer.  

2. Authority: Revelation possesses authority over us by virtue of its 

proclamation from the author of all things.  

3. Clarity (a.k.a. perspicuity): Revelation is clear, even if at times 

difficult to understand.  

4. Sufficiency: Revelation is sufficient for all of life.  

5. Beauty: Revelation, both general and special, are beautiful and 

consistent with the beauty of God.  
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The Inspiration of the Bible 

The most basic question about the nature of the Bible centers in its claim to be 

“inspired” or to be the “Word of God.” What is meant by “inspiration” is the 

subject of this section. 

The Necessity of Inspiration 

“Inspiration is necessary to preserve the revelation of God. If God has revealed 

Himself but the record of that revelation is not accurately recorded, then the 

revelation of God is subject to question. Hence, inspiration guarantees the accuracy 

of the revelation” (Enns, Moody Handbook of Theology, p. 159). 

Differences Between Inspiration and Revelation 

Revelation concerns the origin and giving of truth while inspiration relates to the 

reception and recording of truth. “Inspiration is the means God used to achieve His 

revelation in the Bible. Inspiration involves man in an active sense, whereas 

revelation is solely the activity of God…Inspiration as a total process includes both 

the prophet and the product of his pen” (Norman L. Geisler and William E. Nix, A 

General Introduction to the Bible, 1986. pp. 39-40). 

Definition of Inspiration 
A. The English word “inspiration” comes from 2 Timothy 3:16 and the translation 

of the Greek term theopneustos, which means “God-breathed.”  
B. “Inspiration may be defined as the Holy Spirit’s superintending over the writers 

[of Scripture] so that while writing according to their own styles and 

personalities, the result was God’s Word written—authoritative, trustworthy, 

and free from error in the original autographs” (Enns, Moody Handbook of 

Theology, p. 160). 
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Elements of Inspiration 

A. The Divine Element 

1. Inspiration = “God-breathed” 

a) 2 Peter 1:20-21 says, “Above all, you must understand that no 

prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 

but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit.”  

b) 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 

the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  

2. What Inspiration Guarantees 

a) It guarantees that all that the Bible teaches or implies is true.  

b) God cannot be wrong about anything He teaches or implies. 

3. What Inspiration Does NOT Guarantee 

a) That there are no hyperboles in the Bible. 

(1)Hyperbole is using exaggeration to make a point.  

(2)One scholar defines hyperbole in the Bible as, “when more is said 

than is literally meant” (E.W. Bullinger, Figures of Speech Used 

in the Bible, 1968, p. 423).  

a) Everyone in this room uses hyperbole:  

i. “Everyone likes chocolate ice cream.” 

ii. When a teenager explains to their parent that “everybody” 

is going to be at the party, does she mean that literally the 

world’s population of 6.6 billion people will be there? 
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(3)Consider these verses:  

(a)Mark 1:4-5: “John came baptizing in the wilderness and 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 

Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went 

out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, 

confessing their sins.” 

i. Taken literally, these verses would mean that John baptized 

every single man, woman, and child in all of Judea and 

Jerusalem.  

ii. But these verses are only trying to say that John’s baptism 

was extremely popular. 

(b)John 4:39: a Samaritan woman said that Jesus “told me all that 

I ever did.” 

i. Had Jesus really told that woman everything that she had 

ever done in her life?  

ii. No, she was using hyperbole to make her point. 

(c)Matt. 5:30: “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off” 

i. Jesus wants His disciples to see the seriousness sin.  

(d)Rom. 1:8: “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the 

whole world.” 

i. Paul means “all over the Roman Empire.” 

b) That all factual assertions are technically precise by modern 

standards (as opposed to accurate by ancient standards).  
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(1)Example #1: Leviticus 11:5-6 says the rabbit “chew the cud,” 

which is not true by modern scientific standards. 

(a)To ancient people it appeared that rabbits chewed the cud.  

(b)Essentially, God is saying, if you see an animal that chews like 

this, “Don’t eat it.” 

(2)Example #2: Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God “is like a 

mustard seed, which…is smaller than all the seeds that are upon 

the soil (Mk. 4:31).  

(a)There are seeds that are smaller than the mustard seed, but  

Jesus was not referring to all the seeds in the world, but only 

those in His historical context.  

(b)In Jesus’ day and location the mustard seed was the smallest 

of all seeds farmers sowed in their fields. 

c) That all citations of Scripture must be verbatim (as opposed to 

faithful); 

(1)The NT at times paraphrases from the OT or mixes quotations.  

(2)For example, Mark 1:2-3 says, “As it is written in Isaiah the 

prophet: ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way’—‘a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

(a)Mark 1:2 blends Exodus 23:20 and Malachi 3:1 

i.  Exodus 23:20: “Behold, I am going to send an angel before 

you to guard you along the way and to bring you into the 

place which I have prepared.”  
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ii. Malachi 3:1: “I will send my messenger, who will prepare 

the way before me.” 

(c)Mark 1:3 is from Isaiah 40:3 

i. Isa. 40:3 “A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare 

the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God.’” 

(3)It was common in the first-century to combine quotations from 

the OT that had a unifying theme and not be considered 

inaccurate. 

d) That quotations imply the truth of everything in the source it is 

citing, rather than only the part cited (Titus 1:12);  

(1)Paul quotes from pagan sources, but that doesn’t mean that 

everything in that source is true.  

(2)In Acts 17:28 Paul says, “For in him we live and move and have 

our being.” 

(a)This is quote from the Greek philosopher-poet Epimenides, 

but Epimenides is talking about Zeus.  

i. Paul is making the point that the God he is proclaiming to 

them is sovereign, but not remote very involved with us. 

e) That copies of the original manuscripts are not without error.  

(1)The doctrine of inerrancy teaches that the original manuscripts 

are without error, and not necessarily the copies.  

(a)Inerrancy = “what is without error”  

(2)This should not cause concern about whether the Bible one holds 

is truly the Word of God.  
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(3)As Norman Geisler says:  

(a)“Even when the accuracy of a reading in the original text 
cannot be known with 100 percent accuracy, it is possible to 
be 100 percent certain of the truth preserved in the texts that 
survive. It is only in minor details that any uncertainty about 
the textual rendering exists, and no major doctrine rests on any 
one minor detail. A good translation will not fail to capture the 
overall teaching of the original. In this sense, then, a good 
translation will have doctrinal authority, although actual 
inspiration is reserved for the [original] autographs” (Geisler 
and Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible, p. 44). 

B. The Human Element 

1. Even though the Bible is of divine origin, it also has human authors. 

2. The Bible’s primary cause is God, but its secondary causes are human 

beings.  

3. Therefore, there are many human characteristics in the Bible. These include: 

a) The Bible was written in human languages.  

(1)Written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek 

b) The Bible has human literary styles 

(1)The Bible uses the literary forms of the day it was written in.  

(a)Law: Deuteronomy is similar to ancient treaties 

(b)Luke the doctor uses highly technical Greek while John the 

fisherman uses simple grammar 

(c) Parables were popular in Jesus’ day, and they are what He used to 

communicate to audiences.  

c) The Bible expresses human culture 

(1)The Bible is a Jewish book, and it is filled with expressions and 

practices of its Hebrew culture.  
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(a)Greeting one another with a kiss, the washing of feet, shaking the 

dust off of one’s feet, and reclining at meals.  

4. Since the Bible is a human book, some critics have objected to its divine 

nature by using the following argument:  

a) The Bible is a human book. 

b) Humans err.  

c) Therefore, the Bible errs.   

5. However, this argument fails for the following reasons 

a) First, humans do not always err.  

(1)Even a broken clock is right twice a day.  

b) Second, human beings did not err when moved by God, who cannot err. 

(1)Critical scholars completely disregard that God exists and inspiration 

plays no part for them.  

(2)They have an anti-supernatural bias, and don’t even consider divine 

intervention or miracles as a possibility.  

6. In conclusion, Christians must avoid two extremes when describing the 

Bible’s divine and human properties. 

a) First, avoid the extreme of denying or diminishing its divine 

characteristics while affirming its human character (liberalism).  

(1)What’s the big deal if the Bible has errors in it?  

b) Second, avoid the extreme of denying or diminishing its human 

characteristics while affirming its divine character (fundamentalism).  

(1)They diminish what can be learned from history and archaeology to 

understand the Bible.  

(2)Anti-intellectualism – it’s all worldly.  

(3) In some Christian circles, the word “intellectual” is a bad word. 

(4)We are not supposed to worship the Bible, but the God of the Bible! 
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Results of Inspiration 

A. An Inerrant Bible 

1. The result of the divine-human authorship is a message without error.  

2. If God cannot err (Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2; Rom. 3:4) and the Bible is the 

Word of God (2 Pet. 1:21-22; 2 Tim. 3:16), then the Bible is the Word 

of God cannot err. That is why the Bible is said to be inerrant.  

a) “Inerrancy is the view that when all the facts become known, they 
will demonstrate that the Bible in its original autographs and 
correctly interpreted is entirely true and never false in all it affirms, 
whether that relates to doctrine or ethics or to the social, physical, or 
life sciences” (Paul D. Feinberg in Evangelical Dictionary of 
Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell. Grand Rapids: Baker. p. 142). 

B. Verbal Inspiration 

1. That the very words of Scripture are inspired and not just the ideas:  

2. Jesus said not even the smallest part of a Hebrew word or letter could 

be broken (Matt. 5:18). 

C. Plenary Inspiration 

1. Plenary inspiration means that all parts of the Bible are equally 

inspired. 

D. An Unbreakable Word of God:  

1. The Bible is unbreakable or infallible. Jesus said in John 10:35, “the 

Scripture cannot be broken.” 

B. An Authoritative Standard:  

1. Jesus and the Apostles used the Scriptures as the final authority in all 

matters (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10; Acts 17:2). 
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False Views of Inspiration 

A. What you have learned up until this point is what is called the orthodox 

view of inspiration, which states that the Bible IS the Word of God.  

B. There are two false views of inspiration to be aware of:  

1. Modernism: The Bible Contains the Word of God 

a) Certain parts of the Bible are divine and true, but other parts are 

clearly human and in error. 

b) Therefore, they argue that the Bible needs to be demythologized.  

3. Neoorthodoxy: The Bible Witnesses to the Word of God 

a) In this view the Scriptures become the Word of God to them in a 

personal encounter. 

b) It is not about the words, but a personal encounter.  
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The Transmission of the Bible 

There are several links in the chain for how the Bible got to us. So far we have 

seen the revelation and the inspiration of the Bible as the first two links in the 

chain. Now we turn to the transmission of the Bible as the third link in the 

chain.  

Languages and Materials of the Bible 
A. General reasons for God revealing Himself through languages in a written 

record.  
1. Precision 

a) Generally, written language is known for its precision.  
b) A writer must understand a thought before it is expressed in writing.  
c) Once it is written the reader can precisely understand the thought.  
d) Going back thousands of years human beings took their most treasured 

knowledge and wrote it down to have a precise record of it.  
2. Permanence 

a) Another advantage of written language is the matter of its permanence.  
b) Writing helps us to notice and to remember.  
c) To write something is to “put it on record” and preserve it.  

3. Circulation 
a) Another advantage of written language is its ability to be distributed.  
b) One of the best ways to preserve and distribute a message is to write it 

down.  
B. Biblical Languages in Particular 

1. Old Testament Languages 
a) Hebrew is the primary language of the Old Testament.  

(1) It is a pictorial language.  
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(a)The Hebrew word for anger literally means “nose.” 
(b)It refers to nostrils flaring when one gets angry. 

(2)In addition, Hebrew is a relational language.  
(a)Instead of saying “God is a shepherd” Hebrew tends to express 

things relationally such as “God is my shepherd.”  
b) Aramaic is a secondary language of the Old Testament.  

(1)During the sixth century BC Aramaic became the basic language of 

the entire Near East.  
(2)There are only about four passages in the OT where Aramaic is used, 

and it  
(3)Its widespread use is reflected in the place names and text portions of 

Ezra 4:7–6:18; 7:12–26; and Daniel 2:4–7:28. 
2. New Testament Languages 

a) Koine Greek is the primary language of the New Testament 
(1)It was the most widely known language throughout the world of the 

first century. 
b) Aramaic is the secondary language 

(1)Many believe that this was the primary language of Jesus and the 

disciples.  
C. Writing Materials 

1. Clay tablets (Jer. 17:1; Eze. 4:1)  
a) We have clay tablets from ancient Sumer as early as 3500 B.C. 

2. Stone (Ex. 24:12; 32:15–16; Dt. 27:2–3; Josh. 8:31–32). 
a) Stone was used to make inscriptions in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Canaan.  

(1)Ex: The Code of Hammurabi, the Rosetta Stone, Amarna Tablets, and 

the Moabite Stone. 
3. Papyrus (Rev. 5:1; 2 John 12)  
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a) Papyrus was used as early as 4,000 BC 
b) It was either in sheets or glued into scrolls.  

4. Vellum, parchment, and leather (Jer. 36:23; 2 

Tim. 4:13)  
a) This is writing material made from animal 

skins.  
b) Vellum is calf skin 

5. Codex 
a) Sewing papyrus sheets together and 

binding them into a book.  
b) Christians showed a preference for the 

codex at an early date. 
c) Some even think the codex may have been invented by Christians.  

6. Other materials for writing include:  
a) Metal (Ex. 28:36; Job 19:24; Mt. 22:19–20),  
b) Wax (Isa. 8:1; 30:8; Hab. 2:2; Lk. 1:63),  
c) Precious stones (Ex. 39:6–14), 
d) Potsherds (Job 2:8).  

D. Writing Instruments 
1. Stylus (Jer. 17:1) 

a) A three-sided instrument with a beveled head for writing.  
b) It was especially used to make incursions into clay and wax tablets, 

although it was sometimes called a “pen of iron [iron stylus NASB]; with 

a point of diamond” by Jeremiah (see Jer. 17:1).  
2. Chisel (Josh. 8:31-32; Job 19:24) 

a) Used to make inscriptions in stone. 
b) Job referred to a chisel as an “iron pen.” 
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3. Reed pen and ink (3 John 13) 

a) Used on papyrus, leather, vellum, and parchment (3 John 13). 
b) The reed pen was similar to a quill pen.  
c) There were two different kinds of ink: 

(1) Metallic ink 
(a)Made from gall nuts (source of tannins), iron sulfate (source of 

iron), water (solvent), and gum arabic (binder). 
(b)It was not very permanent and was damaging to the writing 

material.  
(c)Early Jews banned this sort of ink as unfit for copying the Bible. 

(4)Nonmetallic ink 
(a)Made from the soot of an olive oil lamp and mixed with gum resin.  
(b)This produced an ink with remarkable permanence. 
(c)The Dead Sea Scrolls are written in nonmetallic ink. 

Major Manuscripts of the Bible 

A. Old Testament 

1. We have no biblical manuscript copies from before the Babylonian captivity 

in 586 BC, but we have some Jewish manuscripts from the time of Ezra. 

a) There was a Jewish community in Elephantine, Egypt, which is an island 

on the Nile River in southern Egypt.  

b) These may have been Jewish mercenaries.  

c) This includes letters, legal documents, and stories.  

(1)For example, there is a letter called the 'Passover letter' dated to 419 

B.C. (discovered in 1907), which gives detailed instructions for 

properly keeping the passover is in the Egyptian Museum of Berlin. 

d) There is also evidence of a Jewish temple there. 

2. Dead Sea Scrolls (11 Caves in Judean Desert; carbon dates 225 BCE- 68 CE) 
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a) A collection of approximately 850 manuscripts discovered by shepherds 

in 1947 in caves near the shore of the Dead Sea.  

b) These scrolls represent all the biblical texts except Esther, as well as 

many non-biblical texts. 

c) The scrolls were vitally important in verifying that the Old Testament has 

been transmitted with remarkable accuracy.  

3. Septuagint 

d) The Septuagint is a translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into the 

Greek language which was made in the 2nd or 3rd century B.C.  

e) There are about 300 existing copies of the Septuagint.  

f) This was the common Hebrew Bible used and quoted by Jesus and the 

apostles. 

g) It also provides evidence that the Old Testament was transmitted 

accurately. 

4. Masoretic Text 

a) After the Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70 there were many movements 

by the Jews to preserve Jewish writings and traditions.  

b) The Masoretes were groups of Jewish scribes who worked between the 

6th and 10th centuries.  

c) Their goal was to fix the pronunciation of the Hebrew text for the 

worldwide Jewish community. 

d) To accomplish they devised a vowel notation system for Hebrew that is 

still widely used today.  

e) The Ben Asher family was an influential family within the Masoretic 

center of Tiberias, and it produced the Aleppo Codex in the tenth century 

A.D. 

f) The Masoretic text is what was used to translate your Bible into English.  
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A. New Testament 

1. The Papyrus Manuscripts 

a) These date from the second and third centuries when Christianity was 

illegal and its Scriptures were copied on the cheapest possible materials.  

b) There are 76 of these papyrus manuscripts and they contain most of the 

New Testament within a generation of when the originals were written. 

c) One of the more important manuscripts from this group is the Rylands 

Fragment.  

(1)The Gospel of John is one of the last books written in the NT between 

the years of A.D. 90-100.  

(2)If we take the year 100, the earliest fragment of this gospel that we 

have comes from the year 117, leaving a 17 year gap (Rylands 

Fragment).  

d) What is the big deal about this?  

(1)Julius Caesar wrote a work called Gallic Wars in about the year 40 

B.C. It is a major source for the history of Rome.  

(2)There are only 10 copies of this and the earliest we have of it is A.D. 

900, leaving a 960 year gap! 

3. The Uncial Manuscripts 

a) The most important NT manuscripts are uncials written on vellum and 

parchment during the fourth to ninth centuries.  

(1)Uncial refers to the uppercase or square-type Greek letters used.  

b) There are about 310 of these uncial manuscripts, the most important are 

Codex Siniaticus, Alexandrinus, Vaticanus, Ephraemi Rescriptus, and 

Bezae.  

(1)Only Bezae was available to the translators of the KJV. 
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(2)This fact alone was sufficient to call for a new translation of the Bible 

after these great uncials were discovered. 

(3)In 1844 Codex Siniaticus was found in a basket of scraps which were 

used by the monks to light their fires. 

(4)It dates the fourth-century.  

5. The Minuscule Manuscripts 

a) This group of manuscripts dates from the 9th-15th centuries. 

b) This group numbers 5,339 manuscripts. 

c) Their importance is in helping scholars group manuscripts into families 

and trace them historically.  

The Development of Textual Criticism 

A. With the abundance of manuscripts an entire scientific field of study called 

textual criticism was developed to study them.  

1. The word criticism does not necessarily mean that they are trying to 

disprove the text.  

2. It refers to the scholarly investigation of the origins of texts.  

C. Textual criticism breaks into two different fields:  

1. Higher Criticism: The goal of higher criticism is to study the date of the text, 

its literary style and structure, its historicity, and its authorship.  

a) Many of the biblical writers used sources when writing their books:  

(1)Moses used a source called “the Book of the Wars of the 

LORD” (Num. 21:14).  

(2)Luke mentions that he used sources to write his gospel, as he says, 

“Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have 

been fulfilled among us” (Luke 1:1-4).  

b) Higher criticism seeks to find out what these sources might be and how 

they might help us to understand the text.  
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2. Lower Criticism: This compares the variants between the manuscripts to 

discover the original text. 

a) The NT has more manuscripts in quantity and accuracy than any other 

text of the ancient world.  

b) The accuracy and consistency among the NT manuscripts is 99% 

c) In fact, the New Testament has about 20,000 lines, and only 40 lines (or 

about 400 words) of the New Testament are in question. 

(1) If those lines were removed, it would change nothing about what the 

NT teaches. The deity and humanity of Christ, the crucifixion and 

resurrection, etc.  

Conclusion 
The Bible has been transmitted with remarkable accuracy and consistency. Even 

the agnostic New Testament scholar Bart Ehrman says, “Most of the changes found 

in early Christian manuscripts … are the result of mistakes pure and simple-slips of 

the pen, accidental omissions, inadvertent additions, misspelled words, blunders of 

one sort or another (Bart Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who 

Changed the Bible and Why, 55). We can know with certainty that what we hold 

today accurately contains was revealed to the prophets and apostles thousands of 

years ago, and this can give us even greater confidence to proclaim its message.

Romans 3:26

Copy 1:  God is #ust and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Copy 2:  God is j#st and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Copy 3:  God is ju#t and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Copy 4:  God is jus# and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Original:  God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Note: The NT Documents have far fewer variations than this example.
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The Canonicity of the Bible-Part 1 

The subject of this lesson is what is called canonicity, and it is the fourth great 

link in the chain from God to us. The first link in the chain that we studied was 

revelation, which has to do with God uncovering or unveiling what was 

previously concealed or hidden. The second link in the chain was inspiration, 

which we learned was necessary to preserve the accuracy and authority of the 

revelation of God through God “breathing” revelation through human writers. 

The third link in the chain was the transmission of the copies made by scribes 

of both the OT and NT. We have a long and well-established record of the 

transmission of the manuscripts by scribes throughout the ages with a high 

degree of accuracy. Now we will learn that canonization is the process by 

which the Bible received its acceptance upon its completion. It is one thing for 

prophets to receive a message from God, but another for that message to be 

recognized by the people of God. Canonicity is the study that treats the 

recognition and collection of the 66 books of the Bible.  

Characteristics of Canonicity 
A. Definition of Canonicity 

1. The English words canon and canonicity are derived from the Greek 

kanon (a rod, ruler) and the Hebrew kaneh meaning “measuring 

rod” (see Ezek. 40:3).  
2. In essence, the canon refers to the collection of books that the church 

has recognized as Scripture and that function as the rule or standard of 

faith and practice in the church.  
B. Determination of Canonicity 

1. Canonicity is determined by God and discovered by man. 
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2. The church did not determine the canon. Over a period of 300 years, the 

books of the New Testament were universally recognized as God’s Word. 

The church councils took place in 393 A.D. and 397 A.D. to confirm 

what was God’s Word rather than to determine it. 

C. Discovery of Canonicity  

1. The people of God have played a crucial role in the discovery of the 

canon. In order to fulfill this role believers had to look for certain 

earmarks of divine authority. How would one recognize an inspired 

book? What are the characteristics that distinguish a divine declaration 

from a purely human one? Several criteria were involved in this 

recognition process. 

a) Was it written by a prophet or apostle?  

(1)Some books claim authorship by prophets or apostles.  

(2)Others have language such as “Thus says or the Lord” or “The Lord 

said to me.”  

(3)Some have predictive prophecy.  

(4)This will be important later when we look at the Apocrypha, as no 

apocryphal book claims to have been written by a prophet.  

b) Did the writer have credentials from God? 

(1)If there were problems with one’s prophetic credentials, it could be 

settled by divine confirmation.  

Incorrect View Correct View

Church determines canon Church discovers canon

Church regulates canon Church recognizes canon

Church is judge of canon Church is witness of canon

Church is master of canon Church is servant of canon
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(2)Paul apostleship in the New Testament was controversial among 

people he ministered to, but his ministry was confirmed by miracles. 

c) Did it tell the truth about God? 

(1)Is it consistent with previous revelation or does it contradict? 

(2)God cannot lie; His word must be true and consistent. 

(3)Some canonical books were questioned on the basis of this same 

principle: Could the letter of James be inspired if it contradicted Paul’s 

teaching on justification by faith and not by works? 

d) Did it possess the life-transforming power of God? 

(1)Did it edify and equip believers? 

(2)The Word of God is “living and active” (Heb. 4:12) and ought to have 

transforming power.  

(3)False teaching enslaves, but God’s teaching frees.  

(4)A message of God would be backed by the might of God.  

e) Was it received or accepted by the people of God for whom it was 

written? 

(1)This doesn’t mean everyone one. 

(2)Was it initially accepted as prophetic and did it maintain that quality in 

subsequent generations?  

(3)Further, the existence of early manuscripts in the same form that we 

have them today in different languages from different geographical 

locations shows that the recognition of a canon was not dependent 

upon a church council.  

(4)The information was out there.  

(5)The sheer number of manuscripts over various locations debunks 

conspiracy theories about power.  
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(6)The reason official acknowledgement of a canon was necessary 

because of the emergence of false teachings (particularly Gnosticism) 

which changed the basic message of Christianity. 

Development of the OT Canon 

A. Once the books were revealed, inspired, and transmitted, then the 

people of God had to collect them and organize them. With this in 

mind let us consider the following things:  

1. The Two-Fold Canonization Process 

a) The OT was divided into two major sections: Law and Prophets.  

b) The following is how this developed:  

(1)The early post-Mosaic period 

(a)From the earliest stages of Israelite history they possessed a 

Law that they used as a norm for their lives. 

i. Joshua, was told to “observe to do according to all the law, 

which Moses my servant commanded” (Josh. 1:7). 

ii. During the time of the Judges Israel was reminded to “obey 

the LORD's commands, which he had given their ancestors 

through Moses. (Judg. 3:4).  

iii.Second Kings 23:25 speaks of “all the Law of Moses.” 

(4)During the Exile 

(a)Daniel had referred to “the books” as containing both “the 

Law of Moses” and “the prophets” (Dan. 9:2, 6, 11) including 

Jeremiah (v. 2) who was a contemporary of Daniel’s. 

(2)The Postexilic Period 
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(a)Zechariah mentions “the law…sent by his Spirit through the 

former prophets” (Zech. 7:12).  

(b)Nehemiah led a revival by reading “the Book of the Law of 

Moses” (Neh. 8:1, 13, 14).  

(c)Nehemiah also spoke of how God had warned Israel by His 

“Spirit through your prophets” (Neh. 9:30), thus distinguishing 

between the Law and the Prophets. 

(4)The Intertestamental Period 

(a)Maccabees spoke of “the law and the prophets” (2 Macc. 

15:9).  

(b)The Qumran community consistently refers to the Old 

Testament as the law and the prophets (Manual of Discipline 

1. 3; 8. 15; 9. 11). 

(5)New Testament 

(a)The phrase “law and the prophets” occurs about a dozen times 

(e.g., Matt. 5:17; Luke 16:16, 31; 24:27) in order to refer to the 

entire OT (e.g., Luke 24:27; Matt. 11:13). 

(b)Paul said that he believed “everything laid down by the Law 

or written in the Prophets” (Acts 24:14; cf. 26:22). 

(c)The NT indicates that the OT canon was completed before 

Jesus arrived on the scene.  

2. The Threefold Canon 

a) By about the fifth century A.D. at the latest the Jews had included a third 

section of the OT called “Writings.”  

b) Since that time Jewish Bible have had the following arrangement:  
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c) There is one reference by Jesus to a threefold canon, and it is in Luke 

24:44: Jesus said, “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me 

in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  

d) Later Jerome (A.D. 383-485) divided the OT into a fourfold division of 

Law, History, Poetry, and Prophecy.  

Extent of the OT Canon 
A. The initial acceptance of the twenty-two books (same as our thirty-nine) of the 

Old Testament did not settle the issue once and for all. Later scholars who were 

not always fully aware of the facts of the original acceptance raised questions 

about the canonicity of certain books. The discussion gave rise to a technical 

terminology.  

1. The biblical books that were accepted by all were called homologoumena 

(lit., to speak as one).  

a) Thirty-four of the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament may be classed 

as homologoumena.  

b) The books questioned were Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Esther, 

Ezekiel, and Proverbs, but they were never seriously disputed by either 

Jews or Christians.  

Law of Moses Prophets Writings
Torah

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy

Former Prophets
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, 

Kings

Latter Prophets
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 

the Twelve

Poetic Books
Psalms, Proverbs, Job

Five Scrolls
Song of Songs, Ruth, 
Lamentations, Esther, 

Ecclesiastes

Historical Books
Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, 

Chronicles
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3. Those non-biblical works rejected by all were entitled the pseudepigrapha 

(lit., falsely attributed).  

a) The Old Testament pseudepigrapha contain the extremes of Jewish 

religious fancy expressed between 200 B.C. and A.D. 200. Some books 

are theologically harmless (e.g., Psalm 151), while others contain 

historical errors and outright heresy. The following chart is not a 

complete list, but a list of the well known pseudipigraphal works. 

b) Not everything in these pseudepigraphal writings is false.  

(1)The Book of Enoch speculates about Enoch, the nephilim, and a group 

of angels called the Watchers.  

(2)The Assumption of Moses was written because there was curiosity 

about the death of Moses.  

c) Such speculation, however, does not mean that there are no truths in these 

books. On the contrary, the New Testament refers to truths embodied in 

both of these books (see Jude 14, 15). 

Legendary 1. The Book of Jubilee
2. The Letter of Aristeas
3. The Book of Adam and Eve 
4. The Martyrdom of Isaiah

Apocalyptic 1. 1 Enoch 
2. The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs 
3. The Sibylline Oracle 
4. The Assumption of Moses 
5. 2 Enoch, or the Book of the Secrets of Enoch 
6. 2 Baruch, or The Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch* 
7. 3 Baruch, or The Greek Apocalypse of Baruch 

Instructional 1. 3 Maccabees
2. 4 Maccabees
3. Pirke Aboth
4. The Story of Ahikar

Poetical 1. The Psalms of Solomon 
2. Psalm 151

Historical 1. The Fragment of a Zadokite Work
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d) Truth is truth no matter where it is found, whether it is uttered by a pagan 

prophet (Num. 24:17), a dumb animal (Num. 22:28), or even a demon 

(Acts 16:17). 

3. Those books that were occasionally questioned by some were labeled 

antilegomena (lit., to speak against).  

a) Song of Solomon 

(1)Later Jewish figures questioned this book because of its sensuality.  

b) Ecclesiastes 

(1)Some objected against this book because it seems skeptical. 

(a) What is overlooked here is the general conclusion of the book.  

(b)The point of the book is that if you seek ultimate satisfaction 

“under the sun” then you will be disappointed.  

(c) Eternal happiness is not found in this temporal world.  

(d)The conclusion of the entire book is far from skeptical.  

(e) When “all has been heard,” the reader is admonished, “Fear God 

and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 

man” (Eccl. 12:13).  

(f) In Ecclesiastes the basic problem is one of interpretation and not 

inspiration or canonization. 

g) Esther 

(1)This book was doubted because God is not mentioned in it.  

(a) They ask, How can a book be the Word of God when it does not 

even bear His name?  

(b) Just because God’s name is absent doesn’t mean that He is absent.  

(c) Esther and her companions were deeply devout: a religious fast 

was held, and Esther exercised great faith (Esth. 4:16).  

d) Ezekiel 
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(1)Some Jews claimed that there were contradictions with the Law, but 

none of those alleged contradictions were written down.  

(2)Here again it seems to be a question of interpretation rather than 

inspiration. 

c) Proverbs 

(1)The dispute over Proverbs centered on the fact that some of the 

teachings within the book seemed contradictory with other proverbs.  

(2)One supposed contradiction is found in chapter 26, where the reader is 

exhorted both to “answer a fool according to his folly” and not to do 

so (Prov. 26:4–5).  

(3)But, as other rabbis have observed, the meaning here is that there are 

occasions when a fool should be answered according to his folly and 

other times when he should not.  

(4) It is another case of interpretation and not inspiration.  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5. A fourth category, comprised of non-biblical books that were (are) accepted 

by some but rejected by others, includes the disputed books of the 

Apocrypha (lit., hidden, doubtful, hard to understand).  

a) The books of the Apocrypha are as follows:  

b) Arguments for rejecting the Apocrypha:  

(1) It does not claim to be inspired by God, as indicated by these facts:  

(a) It was not written by prophets of God (1 Macc. 9:27) 

i. It was not accepted by Jesus the Son of God, who never cited it 

(Mt. 5:17–18; Lk. 24:27) 

ii. It was not accepted by the apostles of God (who didn’t quote it) 

(c) It was not written by persons confirmed by miracles (Heb. 2:3–4) 

(d) It does not always tell the truth of God.  

i. For example, it teaches praying for the dead (2 Macc. 12:44) 

and working for salvation (Tobit 12:9).  

Instructional 1. Wisdom of Solomon (30 BC) 
2. Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) (132 BC) 

Religious 3. Tobit (ca. 200 BC)

Romance 4. Judith (ca. 150 BC)

Historic 5. 1 Esdras (ca. 150–100 BC) 
6. 1 Maccabees (ca. 110 BC) 
7. 2 Maccabees (110–70 BC) 

Prophetic 8. Baruch (ca. 150–50 BC) 
9. Letter of Jeremiah (ca. 300 BC) 
10. 2 Esdras (ca. 100 AD) 

Legendary 11. Additions to Esther (140–130 BC) 
12. Prayer of Azariah (2nd or 1st century BC) 
13. (Song of Three Young Men) 
14. Susanna (2nd or 1st century BC) 
15. Bel and the Dragon (ca. 100 BC) 
16. Prayer of Manasseh (2nd or 1st cent. BC) 
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(d)The books do not have the life–transforming power of God that the 

canonical books have. 

(e) These books were not accepted by the people of God (Judaism) 

Development of the NT Canon 

A. The history of the NT canon differs from the OT in several respects.  

1. Christianity spread internationally from the beginning, which means there 

was no tightly knit prophetic community that received all inspired books and 

collected them in one geographical place like in ancient Israel. Therefore, 

the process by which all of the NT writings became universally accepted 

took many centuries.  

2. There are many more source materials available on the NT canon than the 

OT canon.  

3. There is unanimous agreement about the 27 books of the NT by Protestants, 

Roman Catholics, and Eastern Orthodox churches.  

B. Reasons for a NT canon 

1. There were both internal and external needs for a canon:  

a) Internal:  

(1)What books to use for instruction.  

(2)What books to be used for liturgy.  

b) External:  

(1)Missionary Activity 

(a) The church needed to know which books should be translated into 

the foreign languages for converted peoples. 

(2)Persecution 

(a) The Diocletian persecutions (ca. 302–305) provided a strong 

motive for the church to settle on a definitive list of books.  
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(b)According to the Christian historian Eusebius, in 303 Diocletian 

ordered “the destruction by fire of the Scriptures.”  

(3)False Teaching 

(a) Marcion of Sinope (A.D. 85-160) 

i. He believed that the God of the OT different than the NT God.   

ii. Jesus was the Son of the God of the NT, but not the Son of the 

OT God.  

iii. He believed the OT God was inferior to the NT God.  

iv. Marcion believed in Docetism, a view that Jesus was not truly  

human, but only appeared to be human. 

v. He rejected the entire OT, and only accepted ten of Paul’s 

letters (minus 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus) and a highly edited 

version of the Gospel of Luke.  

(b)Gnosticism 

i. What is Gnosticism?  

A. Greek word gnosis means knowledge  

B. It stressed hidden mystical knowledge only learned by a few.  

C. Gnostics are dualistic, which means they believe that matter 

or the material world is inherently evil and spirit is good. 

D. In 1945 in Nag Hammadi, Egypt a collection of ancient 

Gnostic writings was discovered, which include works such 

as the Gospel of Philip, the Apocryphon of John, the Acts of 

Peter, the Gospel of Thomas, and others. 

ii.  Christians Rejection of Gnosticism  

A. No Secret Knowledge in Christianity (1 Tim. 2:4) 

B. Jesus came in the flesh (Jn. 1:1-18; 2 Jn. 1:7) 

C. Confirmation of Collection of New Testament Books 
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1. The Early Church Fathers 

a) The early church fathers sat at the feet of the apostles, and then went on 

to write books of their own.  

b) Within their writings all twenty-seven books of the New Testament were 

cited by the early church fathers as Scripture.  

c) Sir David Dalrymple (1726-1792), who was a Scottish judge and 

historian, after careful examination of the writings of the fathers he 

wrote, “…as I possessed all the existing works of the Fathers of the 

second and third centuries, I commenced to search, and up to this time I 

have found the entire New Testament, except eleven verses.” 

Extent of the NT Canon 

A. Precisely which books of the New Testament canon were in dispute in the early 

church? On what basis did they gain their final acceptance? What were some of 

the New Testament Apocryphal books that hovered on the borders of the canon? 

How do we know the canon is closed? These questions are addressed below.  

1. The biblical books that were accepted by all were called homologoumena 

(lit., to speak as one).  

a) Generally speaking, twenty of the twenty-seven books of the New 

Testament were never disputed.  

b) The disputed books were Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 John, 3 John, Jude, 

and Revelation.  

c) Three more books, Philemon, 1 Peter, and 1 John, are sometimes lacking 

in recognition, but it is better to refer to these books as omitted rather 

than disputed. 

2. Those non-biblical works rejected by all were entitled the pseudepigrapha 

(lit., falsely attributed).  

!13



Sunday, October 5, 2014
a) The early church historian Eusebius called these books “totally absurd 

and impious.”  

b) Their contents are heretical teachings of Gnostics, Docetics, and ascetics. 

(1)The Gnostics were a philosophical sect claiming special knowledge 

into the divine mysteries. They held that matter is evil and denied the 

incarnation of Christ.  

(2)Docetists held to the deity of Christ but denied His humanity, saying 

He only appeared to be human.  

(3)The ascetic Monophysites taught that Christ had only one nature, 

which was a fusion of the divine and human. 

c) Some of these books are the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Peter, the 

Gospel of Joseph the Carpenter, the Gospel of Judas, etc.  

d) Some reasons for rejecting these books are:  

(1)First, they contain false claims to be written by apostles and associates 

who were long dead. 

(2)Second, they have false miracle claims about Jesus’ childhood, 

whereas John the apostle writes that Jesus’ first miracle occurred 

when He was an adult ( John. 2:11). 

(3)Third, they have many false teachings, such as pantheism or the belief 

that all if god and god is all (see the Gospel of Thomas, Plate 21) 

(4)Fourth, the pseudepigrapha denies the deity of Christ.  

3. Those books that were occasionally questioned by some were labeled 

antilegomena (lit., to speak against).  

a) The books questioned were Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 John, 3 John, 

Jude, and Revelation. 

b) The issues with these books mostly pertained to authorship, stylistic 

differences, interpretation, and limited circulation.  
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3. A fourth category, comprised of non-biblical books that were (are) accepted 

by some but rejected by others, includes the disputed books of the 

Apocrypha (lit., hidden, doubtful, hard to understand).  

4. The most well known of these books were the Didache, the Shepherd of 

Hermas, and the Epistle to the Corinthians (by Clement of Rome in A.D. 

96).  

B. Is the canon open or closed?  

1. The foregoing discussion raises the question of the completion of the canon. 

How do we know the canon is closed? How do we know we have all the 

books God intended us to have? The answer to these questions is found in 

the following principles: (1) the authority of Christ, (2) the providence of 

God, (3) the testimony of history, and (4) the witness of the Spirit. 

a) The authority of Christ 

(1) Jesus promised that the apostles would be led by the Holy Spirit “into 

all the truth” (John 16:13).  

(2)He had taught them, and the Holy Spirit would help them to recall 

everything He had taught.  

(3)Since He spoke with the authority of God (Matt. 28:18; John 8:26), 

then their teaching must contain what Jesus promised, and the only 

record we have of apostolic teaching is the New Testament.  

(4)Every book of the New Testament was written either by an apostle or 

by a person under apostolic authority. 

e) The providence of God 

(1) It is a principle of divine providence that God completes what He 

begins (cf. Rom. 8:29–30; Phil. 1:6).  

(2) In view of God’s providence, then, we must conclude that He would 

not inspire any books that He did not preserve.  
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c) The testimony of history 

(1) It is clear from the facts of history that God preserved the apostolic 

books that are contained in the New Testament.  

(2)The earliest Fathers recognized these books, and subsequently the 

Christian church has acknowledged them to be the only inspired 

books we have from the hands of the apostles and their authorized 

agents.  

(3)So, it is not simply a matter of faith, but of historical fact. 

d) The witness of the Spirit  

(1)Historical evidence can only take us so far.  

(2)Historical evidence as such provides only probability, not certainty.  

(3)Hence, many scholars have stressed the witness of the Holy Spirit as 

necessary for certitude on the matter of canonicity.  

(4)Most Bible students are aware that the Holy Spirit “bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:16).  

(5)But it is also true that the Holy Spirit bears witness that the Bible is 

the Word of God.  

(6)As John wrote, “If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of 

God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne 

concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the 

testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a 

liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne 

concerning his Son” (1 John 5:9–10). 

Conclusion 

With respect to the extent of the New Testament canon, Christendom has been 

virtually unanimous, at least since the fourth century. Jesus promised, the apostles 

claimed, and history records the twenty-seven inspired books of the New 
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Testament as the complete and final canon of Holy Scripture. Each book bears its 

own claim and evidence, but the Bible as a whole reveals both the hand of God and 

the Spirit of God to convince the people of God that the New Testament completes 

the Word of God. 
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Translations of the Bible 

The Goal of Bible Translation 
A. The goal of translation is to transfer the meaning of a text from one language 

(the “source”) to another (the “target” or “receptor”). 

The Need for Bible Translation 
B. Since Jesus commanded His disciples to take the gospel to “all nations” (Matt. 

28:19-20) and “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8) 
C. Of the 7,000 languages that are in use today, there are currently over 2,000 

languages that don’t have a Bible translation project begun for their mother 

tongue.  

The Philosophies of Bible Translation 
A. There are two main philosophies of translation: 

1. Formal equivalence is also called “literal” 

or “word-for-word” translation.  
a) Popular formal equivalence translations 

are: King James Version (KJV/1611), 

Revised Version (RV/1895), American 

Standard Version (ASV/1901), Revised 

Standard Version (RSV/1952), New 

King James Version (NKJV/1982), New 

Revised Standard Version (NRSV/1989), 

New American Standard (NASB/1995), 

English Standard Version (ESV/2001).  
(1)Formal equivalence seeks as much as 

possible to use a single English word 

for each Greek or Hebrew word.  
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(2)Functional equivalence on the other hand seeks a word that is 

equivalent in meaning in each particular context, so there is no attempt 

to try to reproduce using the same English word for every Greek word.  
(3)Let me just give you an illustration, an example of this.  
(4)The Greek word sarx has many different meanings.  
(5)It can mean body tissue; meat; flesh or human flesh; it can mean life; 

it can mean body. It can mean simply human being in a neutral sense. 

It is used in a technical sense of a sinful nature. 
(6)Now a formal equivalent translation is going to try to choose one 

English word and reproduce that word as much as possible.  
(7)For example, in Matthew 24:22 a more literal version would say, “If 

those days had not been cut short, no flesh (sarx) would be saved.”  
(8)Now a formal equivalent uses the word flesh as much as possible 

whenever sarx appears in the text.  
(9)A functional equivalent version though says that flesh is not used that 

way in English very much, and so they would say “If those days had 

not been cut short, no life/human being would be saved.” 
(10)In terms of phrases or sentences, formal equivalent seeks as much as 

possible to follow the Greek or Hebrew grammatical structures and 

word order. 
2. Functional equivalence is also known as “dynamic equivalence, 

“idiomatic equivalence,” or “thought-for-thought” translation.  
a) The Good News Bible (1976), the New International Version (1978), 

the Revised English Bible (1989), the New Living Translation (1996), 

and Today's New International Version (2005). 
(1)Here the emphasis is on the same meaning rather than reproducing the 

same grammatical form.  

!2



Sunday, November 2, 2014
(2)Let me just give you an example.  
(3)A Greek phrase in Luke 17:13, I will read for you the Greek phrase, it 

is altoi haron phonane legantes.  
(4)Literally if you took each of those Greek words it would say 

something like “they took up voice saying.”  
(5)Now that makes no sense in good English, but a literal translation is 

going to try to follow that form as much as possible.  
(6)The NASB translates this as “and they raised their voices saying.”  
(7)So it modifies words a little bit but it tries to stay close.  
(8)A functional equivalent version, like the New Living translation says, 

“They cried out.”  
(9)Now the NIV is somewhere between formal and functional and so the 

NIV says, “They called out in a loud voice.”  

Choosing a Bible Translation 

A. The King James Version (KJV) and New King James Version (NKJV) 

1. The KJV is a literary masterpiece and has had the greatest impact in shaping 

the English language.  

2. But, lest anyone wishes to revere it because it was “good enough for Jesus,” 

or some such nonsense, we must remember that the kjv of today is not the 

kjv of 1611. It has undergone three revisions, incorporating more than 

100,000 changes. Even with all these changes, much of the evidence from 

new manuscript discoveries has not been incorporated. The kjv was 

translated from later manuscripts that are less accurate to the original text of 

the Bible. Furthermore, there are over 300 words in the kjv 

3. that no longer mean what they meant in 1611. If one wishes to use a Bible 

that follows the same Greek and Hebrew texts as the kjv, I recommend the 

New King James Version (nkjv). 
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B. New International Version (NIV)  

1. The niv was published in 1978, and then revised in 1984. 

2. It is more of a phrase-for-phrase translation than a word-for-word 

translation.  

3. The translators were generally more conservative than those who worked on 

the neb.  

4. I personally consider it the best phrase-for-phrase translation available today. 

However, its major flaw is its simplicity of language.  

5. The editors wanted to make sure it was easy to read.  

6. In achieving this goal, they often sacrificed accuracy. 

C. New English Translation (NET) 

1. The NET Bible was published in 2005. 

2. The NET Bible is a completely new translation of the Bible, not a revision or 

an update of a previous English version.  

3. New English Translation NOT funded by any particular denomination or 

church. Therefore, translators were free to follow the text and translate as 

faithfully and accurately as possible without any pressure to make the text 

read a certain way or conform to a particular doctrinal statement.  

4. There are over 60,932 translators’ notes that allow the reader to “look over 

the shoulders” of the translators.  

D. English Standard Version (ESV) 

1. The ESV, published in 2001, is the newest and most up-to-date formal 

equivalent translation.  

2. The ESV has eliminated the stilted English of translations like the NASB, 

while maintaining the literary excellence of translations like the KJV.  
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3. Even though the ESV is a new translation, it maintains some of the 

theological terms that have systematically developed in English (e.g., 

justification, sanctification and propitiation).  

4. The ESV has also consistently translated specific terms in the original 

language to make theological developments easier to follow. 

E. New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

1. The NASB was intended to be a revision of the KJV. 

2. The NASB is less archaic in its wording, but its desire to adhere as closely 

as possible to the wording of the original causes it to still have stilted and 

wooden English.  

3. Its translators were more theologically conservative than the previous RSV 

translators. 

F. The Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) 

1. The HCSB, first published in 1999, uses a translational philosophy called 

“optimal equivalence.”  

2. Where a word-for-word translation is not clear in English, they will opt for a 

phrase-for-phrase translation.  

3. The translation incorporates new manuscript discoveries, as well as contains 

many important translational footnotes.  

4. The HCSB is a nice alternative to choosing between a formal equivalence 

and dynamic equivalence translation. 

Some Myths About Bible Translations 

A. The King James Version is perfect.   

1. There is a belief today that the 1611 KJV is an inerrant, “re-inspired” 

version, and that all modern translations are corrupt. There are several 

reasons to reject this view:  

a) First, the original KJV had thousands of errors. For example:  
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(1) the 1611 KJV was nicknamed the “Wicked Bible” because it left 

out the “not” in “Thou shalt not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14).  

(2)Some of the errors of the 1611 KJV have continued to remain in 

the text after multiple corrections and spelling updates (weighing 

in at more than 100,000 changes) through the 1769 edition. 

c) Second, the original KJV had the apocryphal books in it  

d) They were not taken out until the 1629 edition.  

e) If the original KJV was inspired, then why did it have apocryphal 

books in it? 

f) Third, the intention of the translation was to have a translation that 

was understandable to the common person. Yet, many words used in 

the KJV have either lost their meaning, and some even reversed in 

meaning! 

(1)When is the last time you used ‘peradventure’ in a sentence? 

(a) It means “perhaps” or  “maybe.” 

(2)Does anyone know what “We do you to wit” (2 Cor. 8:1) means?  

(a) Today this means “We want you to know.”  

(3)Does anyone know what “I trow not” (Luke 17:9) means?  

(a) Today this means, “I think not.”  

(4) In 2 Thess. 2:7 it says, “He who letteth, will let.” Does anyone 

know what “let” meant in King James England? 

(a) The word let today means “to permit.”  

(b) In 1611 let meant “to hinder.”  

B. Modern translations add to the Bible.  

1. Anyone conversant in more than one language knows that a word-for-word 

translation is simply not possible if one is going to communicate in an 
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understandable way in the receptor language. For example, a truly literal 

word-for-word translation of Matt. 1:18 would be something like:  

a) “Of the but Jesus Christ the birth thus was. Being betrothed the mother of 

him, Mary, to Joseph, before or to come together them she was found in 

belly having from Spirit Holy.” 

2. It is a simple fact that all translations “add” to the Bible. For example, the 

Greek New Testament has about 138,000–140,000 words. But no English 

translation has this few. Here are some examples:  

a) KJV = 180,565 words 

b) NKJV = 177,980 words 

c) NIV 2011 = 176,122 words 

d) NET = 178,929 words 

e) NASB = 184,596 

C. Homosexuals influenced the translation of the NIV.  

1. It is true that a woman who later admitted to being a lesbian was a style-

editor of the NIV originally. 

2. However, one-time editor of the NIV, Ken Barker, said she had zero say on 

the content of the NIV.  

E. Gender-inclusive translations are driven by a social agenda.  

1. In some instances, this may be the case.  

2. However, gender-inclusion is a reality as a result of translations keeping up 

with the evolution of the receptor language. Here is one example that doesn’t 

include gender:  

a) The RSV (1952) says in Psalm 50.9, “I will accept no bull from your 

house.”  

b) The ESV (2001) appropriately translates it, “I will not accept a bull from 

your house.”  
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c) One of the great challenges in English translations of the Bible today is to 

avoid language that can become fodder for bathroom humor. 

3. Here is an example that does include gender.  

a) In 2005 the NIV was updated to the TNIV.  

a) The NIV says in Mark 4:25: “Whoever has will be given more; whoever 

does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”  

b) The TNIV says: “Those who have will be given more; as for those who 

do not have, even what they have will be taken from them." 

Conclusion 

 Even at a glance the seemingly endless procession of modern English 

translations indicates that the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, as like 

no previous time in human history, includes the greatest proliferation of 

translations of the Bible in both an official and an unofficial venues. Manuscripts 

never before available to biblical scholars have resulted in an abundance of English 

Bibles, reference Bibles, study Bibles, and specialty Bibles. Commercial, 

denominational, sectarian, and individual interests have produced their own 

biblical texts and canons, with translations based on them.  

 In the new millennium, many English Bible translations are market driven 

and reflect cultural and theological influence. Reference and study Bibles often 

emphasize positions covering sectarian theology rather than historic Christian 

belief. Some translations appeal to denominational concerns as opposed to visible 

“historic” churches. Some translations present or introduce dangerous aberrant 

teaching, doctrinal distortion, or theological heresies that may be, and indeed have 

been, introduced into the translation itself. With the great opportunity comes an 

equally great responsibility to know the background of the translators as well as 

their source documents in making their translation.  
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Interpretation of the Bible 

Two Approaches to Bible Study 
A. Eisegesis 

1. This is when one comes to the text with a thesis and then seeks out passages 

to support the thesis.  
2. One has already, to a certain extent, drawn conclusions before reading the 

whole text of Scripture in context.  
3. One is dictating to the Scriptures, rather than letting the Scriptures speak.  

B. Exegesis 
1. Good exegesis lays aside as much as is possible preconceived ideas and 

draws meaning from the text.  
2. Conclusions are drawn from what one has observed. A thorough examination 

of the content becomes the basis for one's conclusions.  
3. One is listening to the text rather than dictating to the text.  
4. There are generally three steps to good exegesis: Observation, Interpretation, 

and Application 

Observation: What does the text say?  

A. Observation is not determining what the text means, it is simply just looking to 

see what it says.  

B. Observation helps us to become familiar with the text before we move on to 

interpreting it.  

C. Before you start taking a detailed look at the text, it is important to first get the 

Big Picture (TIP: read through the whole book in one sitting).  

D. Doing observation is like being a detective gathering clues.  

1. In FBI training they watch films of robbery’s to teach agents to carefully 

observe a robbery. Someone with training sees a lot more in a robbery.  
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2. Similarly, someone trained in art can appreciate a painting much more. 

3. Part of the reason people see little in their Bible study is that they don’t put 

forth that much effort to observe the text.  

4. The following are some tips to making observations while studying your 

Bibles. 

a) Find repeated words, ideas, and themes. 

b) Ask WHO questions. Observe the main characters, people. 

(1)In Genesis who are the main characters?  

(2)God, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph 

(3)Go to Matthew 1 — gender outsiders, racial outsiders, moral outsiders 

c) Observe commands, atmosphere, moods, emotions. 

(1)When Jesus stands outside of Lazarus’ tomb what is His mood? 

(2)When Jesus goes into the Temple with a whip what is His mood? 

(3)When Jesus saw the crowds who came to Him what was His mood? 

d) Observe key words. They may be key because they are repeated 

frequently or they are key because their meaning is essential in 

understanding a passage. 

(1)Genesis 1 and the use of the word “day.” 

e) List the things you don't understand: meanings of words, statements, 

theological concepts, etc. 

f) Observe the author's logic in his argument. 

(1)Premise 1, Premise 2, Conclusion 

g) What type of literature is this book, passage? (Historical narrative, 

Gospel, Apocalyptic Prophecy, Epistle, Poetry, Prose, Parable)  

(1)Habakuk —lamentation 

(2)Genesis 1 and 2 

(3)Daniel 7-12 and Lamentation 

!2



Sunday, November 16, 2014
h) What illustrations are used? Are they illustrations from Scripture, 

everyday life situations, personal experiences, etc.? 

(1)Paul uses personal and scriptural illustrations. 

i) Ask the WHEN question. Observe words that identify time sequences: 

before, after, during, while, then, until, when, etc. 

(1)Why is time an issue when Jesus goes to see Lazarus (John 11) 

j) Observe any geographical locations 

k) Why does Jesus enter Jerusalem through Jericho?  

l) It is the testing ground of a new leader (Moses/Joshua; Elijah/Elisha) 

k) Observe conditional statements; if …then… 

l) Observe any summary statements which the author makes.  

m)Watch for words such as: therefore, so, finally, last of all. 

n) Observe the beginning and the ending of the book or passage.  

o) Observe contrasts. Simple contrasts can be identified by the conjunction 

but look for broader contrasts such as contrasting ideas, characters, 

events, concepts, and attitudes. 

p) Observe comparisons. Comparisons are introduced by the words like and 

as. Also note comparisons of ideas, characters, events, attitudes. 

q) Observe pronouns: I, he, she, it, they, them, us, who, me, etc. 

r) Observe verb tenses: past, present or future? 

s) Ask the what question. What events are taking place? What is the order of 

these events? What was said? etc. 

t) Observe figures of speech. 

u) Observe questions that are asked and the answers. 

v) Observe rhetorical questions. These are questions that stir up the reader's 

thinking. 

w) Ask the where question. Note the places. 
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x) Observe emphatic statements: truly, behold, indeed, I tell you, (I, Paul), 

verily, etc. 

y) Observe any lists. Note the order in these lists. Is there a definite 

progression? 

z) Observe nouns. Notice who is doing the acting. 

aa)Observe important connectives which reflect reasons, results, and 

conclusions, such as; therefore, yet, however, likewise, so then, 

nevertheless, etc. 

E. We first need to gather the facts and lay a thorough groundwork in Observation 

before moving on to Interpretation. 

Interpretation: What does the text mean?  

A. asdf 

Application 

A. asdf 
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